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Introduction 

This  guide  provides  an 
overview  and  explanation  of  the 
Pre-Hearing  Conference  procedure 
used  by  Alberta's  Natural  Resources 
Conservation  Board  {the  "NRCB"  or 
the  "Board")  to  assist  members  of 
the  public  who  wish  to  participate  . 
(the  legal  term  is  "intervene")  in  an 
NRCB  review.  Those  requiring  a 
more  detailed,  legal  description  of 
the  NRCB's  process  should  refer  to 
the  NRCB  Act  and  the  Ru/eso/  ■ 
Practice  Regulation. 

After  an  application  is  formally 
received  by  the  Board,  but  prior  to 
convening  a formal  public  hearing, 
the  Board  may  convene  one  or 
more  Pre-Hearing  Conferences  with 
applicants  and  interveners  on  its 
own  initiative  or.  at  the  request  of 
an  interested  party  to  the 
proceeding.  If  convened,  Pre- 
Hearing  Conferences  are  relatively  . 
informal  and  are  usually  held  in  the 
region  where  the  proposed  project 
would  be  located  to  facilitate 
participation  by  local  residents. 

Pre-Hearing  Conferences  offer 
an  important  opportunity  for  you  to 
get  involved  in  the  hearing  process 
at  an  early  stage  and  to  participate 
in  shaping  that  process.  The  purpose 
of  the  Pre-Hearing  Conference  is  to 
create  a public  forum  for  the  Board  to 
consider  preliminary  and  procedural 
matters  in  advance  of  a hearing.  The 
Pre-Hearing  Conference  is  not  for  the 
Board  to  hear  submissions 
regarding  the  likely  ^ects  of  a 
proposed  project  Those  submissions 
are  for  consideration  in  the  hearing 
that  will  follow  the  Pre-Hearing 
Conference.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 


Pre-Hearing  Conference,  the  Board 
will  issue  a written  report  on  the 
issues  considered  during  the 
meeting  and  allow  sufficient  time 
for  participants  to  prepare  for  the 
hearing. 

if  you  believe  you  are  directly 
affected  by  a project  and  require 
funding  to  effectively  participate  in  the 
review  process,  you  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  seek  a determination 
from  the  Board  regarding  your 
eligibiiityfor  intervenerfunding  at  this 
stage  of  the  process.  This  should  be 
done  even  if  you  are  not  seeking  an 
advance  award  of  costs  before  the 
hearing. 

The  Purpose  of  the  NRCB 

The  NRCB  was  established  by 
the  Government  of  Alberta  to 
provide  an  impartial,  public  review 
process  for  projects  that  will  or  may 
affect  the  natural  resources  of 
Alberta.  The  NRCB's  mandate,  as 
established  by  the  Natural  Resources 
Conservation  Board  Act,  is  to 
determine  whether,  in  the  Board's 
opinion,  these  projects  are  in  the 
public  interest,  having  regard  for 
the  social,  economic  and 
environmental  effects  of  the 
proposed  projects. 


The  NRCB  Organization 

The  NRCB  is  a quasi-judicial 
tribunal  created  by  the  Natural 
Resources  Conservation  Board  Act. 
Board  members  are  appointed  by 
Cabinet.  In  addition,  the  Chairman 
may  select  acting  Board  members 
from  a list  of  individuals  nominated 
by  Cabinet  to  assist  in  the 
performance  of  NRCB  duties. 

The  NRCB  has  a small  support 
staff  to  provide  legal,  clerical, 
administrative  and  expert  technical 
services. 

Two  coordinators  are 
appointed  from  NRCB  staff  to 
oversee  the  process  involved  in 
each  project  review.  If  you  are 
interested  in  participating  in  a review, 
contact  a coordinator  as  early  as 
possible.  The  coordinator  can 
inform  you  of  new  developments 
and  familiarize  you  with  the  various 
stages  of  the  review  process. 


The  Board's  goal  is  to  ensure  the 
NRCB  review  process  is  efficient  and 
effective  for  all  participants. 
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The  Function  of  a Public 
Hearing 

The  public  hearing  aiiows 
individuai  members  of  the  pubiic, 
coaiitions  of  peopie  having  a 
common  position  on  a project, 
organized  pubiic  interest  groups,  and 
federai,  provinciai  and  municipai 
representatives  to  make 
representations  to  the  Board  and  to 
examine  the  evidence  presented  by 
other  parties.  Pubiic  participation 
heips  ensure  the  Board  has  access  to 
reievant  and  reiiabie  information 
from  different  perspectives  when 
determining  if  a project  is  in  the 
pubiic  interest. 

The  Board's  process  wiii  inciude 
a pubiic  hearing  in  cases  where  the 
Board  has  determined  that  a hearing  * 
is  appropriate  or  where  a bona  fide 
written  objection  has  been  submitted 
by  a person  whom  the  Board 
considers  wouid  be  directiy  affected. 


Making  The  Review  Process 
Effective 

The  NRCB  is  concerned  with  the 
effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  the 
decision-making  process.  The  NRCB 
is  accountabie  to  the  Aiberta 
Legisiature,  and  uitimateiy  to  the 
taxpayers  of  the  province,  for  the 
carefui  use  of  pubiic  funds,  it  must 
aiso  ensure  that  the  project  review 
process  does  not  impose 
unnecessary  costs  and  deiays  on 
project  proponents  or  on  interveners. 
Aii  participants  in  the  NRCB  review 
process,  inciuding  the  Board  itseif, 
are  responsibie  for  the  effective  use 
of  iiniited  resources  (both  time  and 
money).  This  guide  inciudes  specific 
suggestions  on  how  you  can 
maximize  the  effectiveness  of  your 


participation,  and  at  the  same  time 
contribute  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
NRCB  process. 


Joint  Reviews 

Given  the  nature  and  size  of 
projects  the  NRCB  reviews,  proposed 
projects  may  also  be  subject  to 
review  processes  conducted,  by  other 
boards,  commissions  or  agencies  at 
the  federal  or  provincial  level.  The 
NRCB  Act  provides  that  the  NRCB 
may  conduct  its  proceeding  jointly  or 
in  conjunction  with  these  other 
bodies  (if  the  proceeding  involves  a 
reviewing  agency  of  a jurisdiction 
outside  of  Alberta,  approval  must  be 
obtained  from  Cabinet). 

A process  has  been  developed 
to  ensure  there  is  no  duplication  of 
intervener  funding  where  there  are 
joint  federal/NRCB  reviews  of  a 
project. 


Obtaining  Information 
Concerning  a Review 

The  general  content 
requirements  of  applications  to  the 
Board  are  set  out  in  the  NRCB  Rules  of 
Practice.  Applicants  are  encouraged 
to  place  greater  emphasis  on  those 
elements  which  are  expected  to  be 
central  to  the  decision-making 
process. 

A review  is  initiated  when  a 
project's  proponent  discloses  a 
reviewable  project  to  the  Board. 

When  a formal  application  is 
received,  the  Board  publishes  a 
Preliminary  Notice  of  Application  in 
local  and  regional  newspapers.  The 
notice  indicates  where  a copy  of  the  . 
application  is  available  for  viewing 
(usually  at  regional  public  libraries 
and  the  NRCB  office).  It  also  indicates 
that  persons  with  an  established 


interest  in  the  reviewable  project 
may  obtain  a copy  of  the  application 
and  asks  that  parties  interested  in 
participating  in  the  review  or 
receiving  further  notices  concerning 
the  project  contact  the  NRCB. 


Notice  of  Pre-Hearing 
Conference 

The  Board  publishes  a Notice  of 
Pre-Hearing  Conference  in  local  and 
regional  newspapers  advising  that  a 
meeting  will  be  held  to  discuss 
preliminary  and  procedural  issues 
related  to  an  application,  not  the 
merits  of  the  application  itself. 

The  notice  announcing  the  date, 
time  and  location  of  a Pre-Hearing 
Conference  contains  a listing  of 
topics  to  be  addressed  which 
normally  includes: 

a)  scope  of  major  Issues  and  other 
matters  to  be  considered  at  the 
hearing; 

b)  discussion  of  opportunities  for 
further  dialogue  among  parties 
to  define,  resolve  or  narrow 
issues  prior  to  the  hearing; 

c)  exchange  of  documents; 

d)  procedures  to  facilitate  effective 
participation; 

e)  familiarizing  interveners  with  the 
Board's  procedures; 

f)  intervener  funding; 

g)  deadlines  for  intervener 
submissions; 

h)  ■ date,  time  and  location  of  the 

hearing; 

i)  . date,  time  and  location  of 

Participant  Information  Session 
(if  one  is  to  be  held). 
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Should  You  Make  a 
Presentation  on  Preliminary 
and  Procedural  Matters? 

You  should  make  a 
presentation  if  you  want  to  seek 
clarification  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
issues  you  wish  to  address  in  the 
hearing  are  relevant  to  the  Board  in 
determining  whether  the  proposed 
project  is  in  the  public  interest,  or  if 
you  wish  to  speak  to  any  item(s)  on 
the  agenda  such  as  the  time  and 
location  for  a hearing  or  your 
eligibility  for  intervener  funding. 

What  to  Include  in  Your 
Presentation  at  the 
Pre-Hearing  Conference 

Written  submissions  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Board  on  or  before 
the  date  specified  in  the  Notice  of 
Pre-Hearing  Conference.  Your 
presentation  should  only  address 
the  topics  included  in  the  notice  as 
listed  previously. 

One  of  the  main  purposes  of  the 
Pre-Hearing  Conference  is  to  identify 
the  major  issues  which  should  be 
addressed  during  the  hearing  itself  It  is 
important  to  ensure  that  your 
presentation  clearly  identifies  those 
issues  that  represent  your  key  concerns 
regarding  the  application. 

The  following  information 
should  be  included  in  your  Pre- 
Hearing  Conference  presentation: 

(a)  A statement  of  the  major  issues 
to  be  addressed  at  the  hearing. 
If  you  believe  the  Board 
does/does  not  have  the 


authority  to  deal  with  certain 
issues,  these  should  be  clearly 
identified  with  the  reasons  for 
your  position; 

(b)  A detailed  description  of  the 
information  that  you  intend  to 
include  in  your  hearing 
submission  and  how  such 
information  may  assist  the 
Board  in  assessing  the  social, 
economic  or  environmental 
effects  of  the  reviewable 
project;  . • 

(c)  Your  views  on  the  time  required 
to  prepare  your  hearing 
subrhisslon  and  what  choices 
you  would  be  prepared  to 
accept  for  the  time  and  location 
of  the  hearing; 

(d)  If  you  are  seeking  an  advance 
award  of  intervener  funding  to 
prepare  a submission  and 
participate  at  the  hearing,  you 
should  review  the  Guide  to 
Intervener  Funding  and  provide 
the  information  consistent  with 
the  Request  for  Advance  Cost 

A words  application  form 
contained  in  the  funding  guide. 

If  you  are  not  seeking  an 
advance  award  of  costs  but  intend  to 
request  reimbursement  of  costs  after 
the  hearing,  you  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  seek  a decision  from 
the  Board  at  the  Pre-Hearing 
Conference  as  to  whether  or  not  you 
"are  or  may  be  directly  affected"  by  a 
proposed  project  and  therefore 
eligible  for  an  award  of  costs 
following  the  public  hearing. 


Need  for  Legal  Counsel  and 
Experts 

It  is  not  necessary  that  you 
retain  the  services  of  a lawyer  to 
represent  your  interests  in  an  NRCB 
Pre-Hearing  Conference  or  hearing. 
However,  you  may  wish  to  retain 
the  services  of  a lawyer  if  there  will 
be  issues  that  involve  legal 
complexities.  In  this  ev.ent,  you  may 
want  to  consider  retaining  legal 
counsel  only  for  those  portions  of 
your  submission  that  require  such 
assistance. 

You  may  decide  that  the 
services  of  an  expert  would  increase 
the  effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  a 
submission.  Under  such 
circumstances,  you  may  wish  to 
consider  whether  other  interveners 
have  similar  interests  and  would 
wish  to  share  the  costs  associated 
with  retaining  the  services  of  an 
expert.  Becoming  aware  of  the 
intentions  of  other  interveners  may 
allow  you  to  reduce  your  expense. 

Obtain  clear  information  from 
any  experts  you  choose  to  retain 
concerning  the  costs  of  their 
services,  including  their  costs  to 
appear  at  the  hearing. 

Some  applicants  do  retain  legal 
counsel,  at  least  to  represent  their 
position  during  the  public  hearing. 
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Funding  for  Pre-Hearing 
Conference  Preparation  and 
Presentations 

Effective  participation  in  the 
NRCB  process,  particuiarly  when , 
legal  counsel  and  expert  witnesses 
are  used,  can  involve  considerable 
cost.  The  Natural  Resources 
Conservation  Board  Act  and 
regulations  under  that  act  provide 
fpr  cost  awards  to  eligible 
interveners.  The  NRCB  has  prepared 
a guide  dealing  specifically  with 
intervener  funding  {Guide  to 
intervener  Funding)  which  may  be 
obtained  from  the  NRCB  on  request. 

Please  note  that  cost  award 
provisions  may  not  cover  all  costs 
associated  with  participation  in  and 
preparation  for  the  Pre-Hearing 
Conference. 


Intervener  Coalitions 

Since  participation  in  the  NRCB 
process  can  tjake  considerable  time 
and  effort,  it  may  be  advantageous 
to  form  a coalition  with  others 
sharing  the  same  views  or 
information  needs.  In  some 
instances  the  Board  may  limit, 
reduce  or  deny  funding  where 
individuals  have  not  worked  with 
others  having  a common  interest.  In 
addition  to  sharing  the  work  load 
among  participants,  intervener 
coalitions  can  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  NRCB  process  by  reducing 
the  number  of  individual 
submissions  to  be  considered. 


Overview  of  the  Pre-Hearing 
Conference  Process 

Although  NRCB  Pre-Hearing 
Conferences  are  considerably  less 
formal  than  courtroom  proceedings, 
they  do  provide  a structured  format 
for  the  presentation  of  information 
arid  argument.  Typically  the  meeting  , 
begins  with  opening  remarks  from 
the  Board  Chair.  These  may  include 
a statement  of  the  purpose  of  the 
Pre-Hearing  Conference,  the 
introduction  of  Board  members  and 
NRCB  staff,  and  formal  registration 
of  participants.  Preliminary  matters 
such  as  procedural  or  legal  issues 
are  usually  considered  next.  Each 
participant  will  be  requested  to 
present  their  concerns  on  each 
agenda  item.  The  applicant  will  be 
allowed  to  respond  after  all 
participants  have  presented  their 
views  of  each  item.  Normally,  only 
the  Board  members  and  the 
applicant  question  participants.  All 
parties  then  present  closing 
arguments  to  the  Board, 
summarizing  their  principal  issues 
and  evidence  and  outlining  the 
reasons  why  they  believe  that  the 
Board  should  reach  particular 
preliminary  and  procedural 
decisions.  Not  all  participants  need 
to  participate  under  each  agenda 
item  - only  those  who  may  have  a 
concern  with  a particular  item 
should  do  so.  (See  Appendix  A). 

The  NRCB  records  the 
proceedings;  therefore,  it  is 
important  to  come  forward  to  the 
microphones  provided,  identify 
yourself  and  speak  at  a relaxed 
pace.  The  NRCB  staff  is  available  to 
assist  with  any  questions  you  may 


have  throughout  the  hearing  (they 
will  be  seated  at  a separate  table 
from  the  Board  members).  Staff 
make  an  effort  to  be  available 
during  meals  and  coffee  breaks. 

Staff  will  also  assist  you  with 
matters  of  process,  inquiries  should 
be  directed  to  the  designated  Project 
Coordinators  for  the  application. 

The  Board  Chair  will  normally 
adjourn  the  meeting  and  will 
indicate  that  a written  decision 
regarding  the  issues  discussed  will 
be  released  publicly  and  will  be 
provided  to  all  registered 
participants  as  soon  as  possible. 
Appendices  B and  C provide  some 
useful  guidelines  for  consideration 
by  participants. 

The  Report  of  Pre-Hearing 
Conference 

Following  a Pre-Hearing 
Conference,  the  Board  members  will 
review  all  of  the  information 
presented.  Their  decision  on 
preliminary  and  procedural  matters 
is  made  public  in  the  form  of  a 
decision  report. 

In  its  Report  of  Pre-Hearing 
Conference,  the  Board  provides 
background  information  on  the 
project,  summarizes  agenda  items 
discussed,  reviews  the  positions  of 
the  participants  and  explains  its 
conclusions  on  each  of  the  issues. 
The  Board  will  provide  a summary 
of  intervener  funding  including  costs 
recognized  for  each  participant  as 
well  as  its  decision  on  advance  cost 
awards.  Finally,  the  date  and 
location  of  the  hearing  will  be  set 
and  the  deadline  for  hearing 
submissions  will  be  announced. 
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WHAT  COMES  NEXT? 

Notice  of  Hearing 


Where  a hearing  on  an 
application  is  to  be  held,  a Notice  of 
Hearing  will  be  published  at  least 
thirty  days  prior  to  the  hearing  date 
in  local  and  regional  newspapers. 

In  addition  to  this  formal 
notification  procedure,  copies  may 
be  mailed  directly  to  individuals 
and  groups  who  have  advised 
NRCB  staff  of  their  interest  in  the 
project.  The  Notice  of  Hearing 
usually  includes: 


a)  a brief  description  of  the 
subject  of  the  application; 

b)  the  time,  date  and  place  of  the 
hearing; 

c)  information  on  how  to  obtain 
copies  of  the  application  and 
supporting  information; 

d)  the  deadline  and  location  for 
filing  of  written  submissions 
with  the  Board;  and 

e)  date,  time  and  location  of  a 
Participant  information  Session 
(if  one  is  to  be  held). 


The  Hearing 

Parties  wishing  to  participate  in 
an  NRCB  hearing  are  encouraged  to 
register  with  the  Board  as  soon  as 
possible  and  review  "The  NRCB 
Hearing  - Get  Involved  - Here's  How  ■ 
Guide  to  Effective  Hearing  Participation" 
to  assist  them  to  understand  this 
component  of  the  review  process. 

In  some  cases  Board  staff  will 
hold  a participant  information 
session  prior  to  commencement  of 
the  hearing.  If  you  are  interested  in 
participating,  please  advise  the 
application  Project  Coordinators  in 
writing. 


Our  goal  as  identified  m our  Business 
i Plan,  is  to  contribute  toward  the  . 
achievement  of  the  sustainable  development 
of  Alberta's  natural  resources  through 
determining  the  public  interest  in  projects 
reviewed  by  the  NRCB. 


This  Guide  describes  the  Board's  practices  at  most  Pre-Hearing  Conferences.  It  is  important  to  remember 
that  this  guide  is  intended  to  provide  general  information  and  that  the  Board  may  choose  to  vary  the  general 
practice  on  a review-specific  basis. 
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APPENDIX  A:  NRCB  HEARING  PROCEDURE 


• statement  of  the  purpose  of  the  hearing. 

• Introduction  of  Board  and  staff. 

• Appiicant  then  participants  are  registered. 

• Exhibits  and  written  submissions  are  fiied. 


• Discussion  of  any  procedural,  legai,  or  similar  matters. 


For  each  submission: 

• Documents  are  registered  as  exhibits. 

• Witnesses  are  introduced  and  credentials  presented. 

• The  submission  is  highiighted  by  the  witnesses. 

• Witnesses  are  examined  (questioned  to  clarify  their  submissions  or  statements): 

- by  other  participants,  in  order  of  registration; 

- by  NRCB  staff; 

-by  the  Board. 

• Examination  is  re-directed  (that  is,  additional  clarifying  information  may  be 
presented  by  the  witness). 

• Applicant  may  submit  rebuttai  evidence  to  address  points  raised  during  the 
submissions  of  other  participants.  Examination  by  other  participants  is 
permitted,  but  only  on  the  additional  evidence  presented. 

• Interveners  are  not  allowed  rebuttal,  as  their  submissions  are  made  after  the 
appiicant's  and  they  have  opportunity  at  that  time  to  rebut  the  appiicant's 
submission. 

• Participants  may  state  what  they  believe  are  the  most  important  aspects  of  the 
matters  to  be  considered  and  the  reasons  for  the  conciusions  they  believe  the 
Board  should  come  to. 

• Following  the  interveners'  finai  arguments,  the  appiicant  has  an  opportunity  to 
comment. 


• Board  Chair  wiil  usualiy  announce  deferrai  of  the  Board's  decision. 


• Later,  a Decision  Report  stating  the  decision  and  the  reasons  for  it  is  distributed 
to  ail  registered  participants  and  made  available  to  the  public. 
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APPENDIX  B - SUGGESTED  PARTICIPANT  CHECKLIST 


Prior  to  the  Pre-Hearing 
Conference 

Become  familiar  with  those 
aspects  of  the  project 
appiication  which  are  of 
interest  to  you. 

• Contact  the  N RGB  and  request 
to  be  piaced  on  the  NRCB 
maiiing  list  for  the  project.  Ask 
for  and  speak  to  the  NRCB  staff 
members  who  wili  be  acting  as 
Project  Coordinators  for  the 
project  review. 

• Obtain  NRCB  guide  documents 
and  familiarize  yourself  with 
the  review  process. 

• Prepare  your  arguments  for 
"directly  affected  status"  in 
advance. 


• Prepare  your  arguments  on  the 
scope  and  kinds  of  issues  to  be 
addressed  at  the  public  hearing. 

Filing  your  Submission 

• File  seven  copies  with  the 
Board  and  deliver  one  copy  to 
the  proponent. 

• Sign  your  submission  and 
include  your  name,  address  and 
telephone  number. 

• Advise  the  Project  Coordinators 
of  any  scheduling  concerns  or 
conflicts. 

• Practice  your  oral  presentation 
to  ensure  it  is  focused  and 
addresses  the  major  issues. 


At  the  Pre-Hearing 
Conference 

• Address  the  agenda  items  in 
turn. 

• Do  NOT  present  your  hearing 
arguments  at  this  time  unless 
they  affect  a matter  under 
discussion. 

Become  familiar  with  the 
position  of  other  registered 
, participants  and  identify  where 
you  may  avoid  duplication  by 
coordinating  efforts  with  them. 


List  of  Other  NRCB  publications: 

• Guide  to  the  NRCB  Process 

• Overview  of  the  NRCB  Process  a Suggestions  on  How  to  Make  an  Effective 
Presentation 

• The  NRCB  Hearing -"Get  Involved  - Here's  How" 

V • Guide  to  Municipal  Participation  in  the  NRCB  Process 

• Rules  of  Practice  of  the  NRCB 

• Guide  to  Intervener  Funding 

• Inteivener  Funding  Regulations 
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GUIDE  TO 


THE  PRE-HEARING 


CONFERENCE 


APPENDIX  C - POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 


The  Pre-Hearing  Conference  Is 
convened  to  deal  with  preliminary 
and  procedural  matters  that  can  be 
dealt  with  effectively  prior  to  a 
public  hearing  into,  the  merits  of  a 
proposal. 

Interveners  should  consider  the 
following  points  during  the  Pre- 
Hearing  Conference: 

• Make  sure  you  understand  that 
the  mandate  of  the  NRCB  is  to 
determine  the  public  interest 
having  regard  to  the  social, 
economic  and  environmental . 
effects.  Keep  it  in  mind 
throughout  the  process  and 
focus  on  it.  Emphasize  to  the 
Board  members  issues  that  you 
believe  are  important. 

• Ensure  your  Issues  are  relevant 
to  the  project  being  reviewed 
and  structure  your  presentation 

. to  deal  with  each  issue  in 
logical  sequence. 

• Ensure  that  your  position  is 
consistent  and  clear.  Don't 
leave  the  Board  guessing  about 
inconsistent  or  ambiguous 

■ statements. . 


Don't  feel  that  you  have  to  deal 
with  each  issue  in  detail  to  the 
point  of  being  repetitive  of 
others.  Your  submission  may 
complement  that  of  other 
participants  - simply  noting 
agreement  is  sufficient. 

Coordinate  your  efforts  with 
Other  interveners..  This  is  often 
possible  with  respect  to 
technical  studies  even  when 
your  conclusions  are  not  • 
exactly  the  same. 

Limit  oral  presentations  to 
highlighting  the  most  important 
evidence  and  arguments  in  the 
submission  (remember  that  the 
Board  will  have  read  your 
written  submission  in  advance). 


As  with  your  written 
submission,  focus  on  a few  key 
points. 

Be  cooperative  with  other 
participants,  not  only  in  terms 
of  procedure,  but  in  dealing 
with  the  actual  issues.  If  you 
are  prepared  to  make  a 
concession  or  to  negotiate  with 
respect  to  an  issue,  say  so. 

If  you  see  an  opportunity  to 
resolve  certain  issues  more 
efficiently  outside  of  the  formal 
process,  pursue  it. 


Pre-Hearing  Conferences  ojfer 
. an  important  opportunity  for  you 
to  get  invoived  in  the  hearing  process 
at  an  eariy  stage  and  to  participate  in 
shaping  that  process. 


GUIDE  TO 


THE  PRE-HEARING 


CONFERENCE 


NOTES 
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NRCB 


Natural  Resources 
Conservation  Board 
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Telephone:  (403)  422-1977 
Fax:  (403)  427-0607 

Internet:  http://www.gov.ab.ca/~ nrcb 

If  you  are  calling  from  outside  of 
Edmonton,  please  use  the 
Government  RITE  line. 
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